
STAGNER'S TRUSS

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Sir,—I am happy to gratify you with " some account of Stagner's Truss,"
as well as to present you with a specimen of the instrument. This truss
had been applied to about fifty patients, under different conditions of in-
guinal hernia, when the invention of Dr. Chase's instruments was announc-
ed. When Mr. Stagner first introduced his wooden block, its efficacy in the
many cases in which it was successful was attributed to the irritation
and adhesive inflammation which it produced. Dr. Hood, and subse-
quent practitioners of the instrument, adhered to the hypothesis that its
pressure produced the adhesive inflammation, in all the parts between
the peritoneum and the skin, and in this way obliterating the herniary
opening. The block was therefore left somewhat rough, in order that it
might answer the desired intention. Accordingly the result has been
the almost immediate production of severe irritation, in all cases; and in
many, an inflammation so great that it was impossible to wear the truss
for many days. Patients, however, have in a short period become ac-
customed to this pressure, and the instrument is worn with comparative
comfort, even by the harrlest laboring men. I regard the opinion of the
Committee of the Philadelphia Medical Society as correct, as stated in
their report on these instruments, that while they possessed important
advantages over the common soft pads of trusses in general use, yet
their tendency to an elongated semifusiform shape renders the block so
extremely prominent at the lower extremity of the shoulder, that theinternal ring is not only insecurely supported, but strong and painful com-
pression is confined by this prominence to a very narrow space. To
remedy this obvious disadvantage, I was led to reduce this abruptness
of the pelvic and abdominal faces of the block, and such were rendered
uniformly more comfortable to the patient, and in no instance losing
any of the retentive power of the truss. Particularly was this the case
with children, who could illy support this limited pressure, unless the
spring was so loose as to hazard the retention of the viscera of the
abdomen.
This objection was entirely removed by the invention of Dr. Chase's in-

guinal block. While it possessed all the advantages, it escaped all the
objections justly lying against the block of Stagner and Hood. Both
extremities of the block are alike, and while the internal ring, where it
is desirable to combat the hernia, is protected as completely as any other
part, the pressure is exerted equally along the whole length of the ingui-nal canal. It presses nearly equally at all points, with a slight concen-
tration of its force at the internal ring, and along the route of the canal,
while that of Stagner is confined to the external ring, where it is least
needed and the least comfortable, in the varying attitudes and exertions
of the patient. In the practice of Chase's instruments, the pressure
has caused a mere redness of the skin in a majority of cases, and occa-
sionally the patient has complained of a slight soreness ; but medical
cures have been effected in many cases, in which there has been scarce-ly a trace of irritation at any time during the treatment. I regard this
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result as a negative reply to the inquiry whether any adequate ad"antages
were derived from the "great soreness and inflammation" which the
application of Stagner's instrument produced.
Your inquiry did not include the question, " how far the production of

local irritation accelerates the radical cure of hernia by wooden blocks."
But as the inquiry may be made by some of your readers, 1 will endeavor
to give, in your next, or speedily, the opinion of those who have enjoyed
advantages, and are adequate to pass judgment on this important point.

Yours, L.

ANIMAL MAGNETISM IN BANGOR

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Sir,—Allow me to commence this communication by a few introductory
reu.arks. In such a question as this of animal magnetism, what do the
public ask for? Surely, lor evidences; and what can those evidences he,
but the facts themselves—well-observed and well-confirmed facts? The
subject of animal magnetism, indeed, has been brought forward with as-
sertions ol so strange and extraordinary a kind, that in hearing them, the
first movement of the mind is to reject them as false, as impossible.
What have we to do, then ? To prove what has been said ; to give
palpable, indisputable demonstrations. Now, if such demonstrations can
be afforded, is it not our duty to make them known to all, in order not to
be inconsistent with ourselves, and lead people to suspect that they have
been imposed upon ? 1 am aware that there are some individuals who
pretend that the knowledge of animal magnetism must he kept secret;
that it is improper to publish any fact that may present itself. I am not
one of these individuals. For the present, I content myself with saying,
that I hold, in principle, that if the niagnetical phenomena are true, they
must be known ; that it is our duty to publish every fact which conies
under our notice. Indeed, in my opinion, truth belongs not to a few
only, but to all ; and to acquire information on any Order of natural phe-
nomena, is not the privilege of a certain class, but of all mankind. This
principle 1 apply particularly to animal magnetism, which is better cal-
culated than any other series of phenomena, to awaken the curiosity and
excite the interest of the philosophical minds that are found in the va-
rious classes of society.
I know very well that a single, isolated fact means nothing, or but very

little. This might be an anomalous, an exceptionable fact, a departure
from the usual course of things. But several facts, although observed at cer-
tain intervals, may be considered of great value whenever they coincide
with each other in their cause and effects. Being collected together, they
will form an assemblage that could be logically consulted, as a source of in-ference concerning certain manifestations of nature. For instance,Mr. Edi-
tor, a fact of apeculiardescriptionis produced under the application of what
is called animal magnetism; this single fact, I repeat, is of but little im-
portance, so far as the nature of its cause is concerned—because phe-
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